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Native Plant Rescue News 
Text By Denise Hartline   

NativeSCAPE April 2017 

Because the La Niña weather pattern presented us with a decidedly “un-

wintery” winter this time around, we’ve had more opportunities to explore 

and work in our gardens this season than we usually do.  

We look forward to a new year of rescuing Georgia’s native plants. This 

year GNPS has a large new site to rescue! Watch for the Ellis Lake site to 

appear on the rescue schedule. Hopefully many of you will be able to 

explore it and dig some wonderful plants.  To date, the following plants 

have been seen at this site: 

Yucca filamentosa – Adam’s needle 

Bignonia capreolata – crossvine (hummingbirds love it) 

Acer leucoderme - chalk-bark maple  

Juniperus virginianus – Eastern red cedar (For numerous Native American tribes, the red cedar tree 

symbolizes the tree of life and is burned in sweat lodges and in purification rites.) 

Tipularia discolor - crane-fly orchid 

Hexastylis arifolia - wild evergreen ginger/little brown jugs 

Goodyera pubescens - rattlesnake orchid or rattlesnake plantain 

Hypericum hyericoides -St. Andrews Cross  

Mitchella repens – partridgeberry 

Polystichum acrostichoides -  Christmas fern (a true “workhorse” in the native garden.) 

Chimaphila maculata - spotted wintergreen or pipsissewa 

Decumaria barbara - climbing hydrangea (not to be confused with the non-native Hydrangea anomala, also 

called climbing hydrangea)  

Asplenium platyneuron - ebony spleenwort fern (a small, polite, and charming evergreen fern) 

Hieracium venosum - rattlesnake weed  

Fagus grandifolia - beech tree (Young trees retain their leaves in winter and look beautiful) 

Onoclea sensibilis - sensitive fern  

Carpinus caroliniana - musclewood tree  

Various mosses 

There are sure to be more plants found at Ellis Lake as the months and seasons change. As always, we’ll 

also continue to rescue at most of our existing rescue sites.   

When going on a GNPS plant rescue, please remember that this warm winter will probably give us an early 

and abundant tick population. Wear long sleeves and long pants. Be extra careful to spray with insect 

repellant just before you head into the woods and to do a “tick check” when you get home. Tucking pant 

legs into the tops of knee socks won’t get you any fashion points, but it, along with a good insect repellant 

spray, will help keep ticks from crawling up your legs.  ** The Plant Rescue Committee ** 
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Upcoming Events and Announcements 

NativeSCAPE April 2017 

Please refer to our website for more details and current information on announcements and 

events.           Thank you! 

GNPS Board of Directors Meeting on June 13th from 6:00p - 7:00p. Meeting in the Hardin Conference 

Room in the Atlanta Botanical Gardens. All members are invited to join the meeting of the Board of Directors.   

 

 

 

Restoration Workdays 

GNPS has regularly scheduled workdays at a variety of locations in the metro Atlanta area: 

Smyrna, Marietta, Stone Mountain and others. Chapters have restoration projects as well. You can 

learn a lot about native and invasive plants and take pride in helping to restore areas back to their 

natural state. Our Stone Mountain Propagation Project helps you learn more about propagating 

native plants. Come join us anytime. 

Learn about our restoration projects here. 

Find regularly scheduled workdays on our calendar here. 

Wild Ginger in Crooked Creek Forest  

Photo by: Patricia Perry  

Trout lilies (Erythronium americanum)  in Crooked Creek Forest  
Photo by: Patricia Perry  

http://www.gnps.org
http://gnps.org/conservation/restoration/
http://gnps.org/calendar/



