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254 GEORGIA NATIVE PLANT
SYMPOSIUM

February 29, 2020

Middle Georgia State University
MACON, GEORGIA

CONNECTIONS between native plants and the fauna
that rely upon them have never been more clear.

H O W T 0 s U S TA I N GROWING more native plants to sustain all of nature

N AT U R E I N o U R YA R D S is more urgent than ever. JOIN us in our mission to

promote the stewardship and conservation of Georgia’s

A N D c 0 M M U N I T I E s native plants and their habitats.
www.GNPS.org Facebook.com/GeorgiaNativePlants #GoNative n m u

CREATING & CONNECTING
NATIVE HABITATS
February 29, 2020
Middle Georgia State University
MACON, GEORGIA




OUR SPEAKERS

DOUG TALLAMY
NATURE’S BEST HOPE: CREATING A VIBRANT ECOSYSTEM IN
THE HOME LANDSCAPE

Doug Tallamy is a professor in the Department of Entomology
and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware, where he has
authored 95 research publications and has taught insect-related
courses for 39 years. His award-winning books have transformed
our thinking about the role of native plants and insects in the
landscape. His new book, “Nature’s Best
Hope: A New Approach to Conservation that
Starts in Your Yard,” arrives at a critical time.

Headlines about insect declines, the
impending extinction of one million species,
and three billion fewer birds are a reality
check about how ineffective our landscape
designs have been. The good news is that
the areas where we live can be pieces of
the conservation puzzle. If we design small,
isolated areas with plants that insects and
pollinators require and connect them, we
can increase the size and effectiveness of
local ecosystems, sustaining biodiversity. We,
ourselves, are nature’s best hope.

SUSAN VARLAMOFF
THE INSIDE SCOOP ON SOIL

Susan Varlamoff is a biologist with more

than 35 years’ experience in working for resource preservation

in governmental, non-profit, and University of Georgia

positions. She was the winner of the 2012 University of Georgia
Sustainability Award while on the faculty there. She is the author
of “Sustainable Gardening for the Southeast,” and her writing has
appeared in the New York Times and Atlanta Journal Constitution.

Gardeners who protect and enhance their soils will be rewarded
with a flourishing landscape. Susan will discuss the biology of
fertile soil, and the importance of good soil structure and texture
for growing native plants. Georgia soils range from packed clay
in the Piedmont to porous sandy soils in the south. Learn how
restoring fertility to these soils with homemade compost and
avoiding pesticides that can disrupt microbial soil life will go a
long way toward creating a sustainable habitat.

GINGER WOOLRIDGE
WOODY NATIVES: MAKING QUICK AND
CONFIDENT CHOICES

Ginger Woolridge is a landscape designer, author and consultant.
She holds a BS in Landscape Architecture from Pennsylvania State
and an MBA from the University of Pennsylvania. Her particular
interest is in supporting the use of native plants. Ginger is the
coauthor of “Essential Native Trees and Shrubs for the Eastern US:
The Guide to Creating a Sustainable Landscape.”

The eastern US has a rich palette of native plants for almost

any use. Our beautiful and tough trees and
shrubs can be used to stunning effect in our
landscapes. In this period of species loss,
native plants are the foundation of native
food webs. Ginger will underscore the case
for planting natives and the threats that
face them. She will review important design
principles to consider when planting native
trees and shrubs, and present some of her
favorite woody plants.

WALTER BLAND
NATIVE GRASSES AND WILDFLOWERS
FOR YOUR YARD

Walter Bland is the managing partner of Rock
Spring Restorations, with extensive experience
in restoring habitats throughout the Southeast,
| and particular expertise in propagating and

establishing grasses and wildflowers for native
meadow habitats. He is known throughout Georgia for his restoration
work. His clients include the US Forest Service, several city and county
governments, Fernbank Museum of Natural History, Trees Atlanta, and
many other large green-space owners/managers who are improving
habitat for wildlife.

Grasses and wildflowers are vital to wildlife. Walter will guide us in
learning about the best native grasses and wildflowers for yards in
the Southeast, and how to grow and maintain them. This talk will
cover species selection, cultural practices, benefits to pollinators and
birds, and weed management. Observation and planning are key to
the process of creating a natural habitat in your yard. Learn, too,
how the concept of natural succession in the landscape can inspire
and guide your actions in creating more natural gardens to support
more wildlife.

SYMPOSIUM AGENDA

Middle Georgia State University, Macon Campus
100 University Parkway, Macon, GA 31206
For more information, contact: symposium@gnps.org

8:00 Registration and
GNPS Market opens

8:45 Good Morning
Welcome Messages

9:00 “Nature’s Best Hope:
Creating a Vibrant Ecosystem
in the Home Landscape” -
Doug Tallamy

LUNCH

11:30  Book Signing by Authors / GNPS Market Open

AFTERNOON

10:00 Q&A/Break
GNPS Market opens /
Book Signing by Authors

10:30

“The Inside Scoop on
Soil" - Susan Varlamoff

12:30  “Woody Natives: 3:00 “Cultivating Conservation:
Making Quick and Native Plants and Other
Confident Choices” Tools to Help Our Birds”

Adam Betuel

Closing Comments
Prize Drawings

Ginger Woolridge

1:30  Break/Book Signing  3:50
by Authors / GNPS
Market Open 4:00

2:00 “Native Grasses and
Wildflowers for Your
Yard"” - Walter Bland

Symposium Ends

ADAM BETUEL

CULTIVATING CONSERVATION: NATIVE
PLANTS AND OTHER TOOLS TO HELP
OUR BIRDS

Adam Betuel has a B.S. in zoology from Ohio
State University and has conducted avian field
research across the eastern United States and
South America. He is the conservation director

= for Atlanta Audubon, where he manages
multiple programs, including reducing bird-building collisions, restoring
native habitat, promoting the value of native plants, and encouraging
community science programs.

Birds are vital to healthy ecosystems. They control pests, disperse seeds, act
as pollinators, and serve as nature’s cleaning crew. Adam will describe the
diversity of birds in Georgia and how they utilize the diverse landscapes of
our state, including developed areas. He will discuss the large-scale bird
decline being observed in North America, and how planting more native
plants, preserving and connecting habitat, restoring greenspaces, and
other steps can help reverse the decline.

SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION

Register online at www.gnps.org
To register by mail, complete this registration panel
and mail with your check to the address below.
Paper mailed registrations must be postmarked no
later than February 7, 2020

BEFORE 2.21.20 AFTER 2.21.20

1 MEMBER $60.00 | CJ MEMBER $65.00
] NON-MEMBER ~ $75.00 | [0 NON-MEMBER  $85.00
] STUDENT MEMBER $30.00 | 1 STUDENT MEMBER $30.00

PRICE INCLUDES LUNCH

1 Vegetarian lunch
[ Gluten-free lunch

MAIL TO

GNPS Symposium

P.0. Box 422085

Atlanta, GA 30342-2085
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Georgia Native Plant Society
PAY BY CHECK: Total Enclosed $

PERSONAL INFORMATION

(Please print clearly)

Owmr Omirs. O s,

ADDRESS

Street

Suite/Apt #

City

State Zip

Home < ) O Preferred
Cell ( ) [ Preferred
Work ( ) [ Preferred

EMAIL

Home O preferred

Work O preferred

=< Trim here and insert into a stamped envelope. ©2018 GNPS.ORG



